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GRANT HODGE POST NO. 17
THE AMERICAN LEGION, DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON

CONSTITUTION
PREAMBLE

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY, WE ASSOCIATE OURSELVES TOGETHER FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:

TO UPHOLD AND DEFEND THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
TO MAINTAIN LAW AND ORDER.
TO FOSTER AND PERPETUATE A ONE HUNDRED PERCENT AMERICANISM.
TO PRESERVE THE MEMORIES AND INCIDENTS OF OUR ASSOCIATION IN All WARS.
TO INCULCATE A SENSE OF INDIVIDUAL OBLIGATION TO THE COMMUNITY, STATE, AND NATION.
TO COMBAT THE AUTOCRACY OF BOTH CLASSES AND THE MASSES.
TO MAKE RIGHT THE MASTER OF MIGHT.
TO PROMOTE PEACE AND GOODWILL ON EARTH.
TO SAFEGUARD AND TRANSMIT TO POSTERITY THE PRINCIPLES OF JUSTICE, FREEDOM, AND DEMOCRACY.
TO CONSECRATE AND SANCTIFY OUR COMRADESHIP BY OUR DEVOTION TO MUTUAL HELPFULNESS.

ARTICLE I. NAME AND AUTHORITY

THE NAME OF THIS ORGANIZATION SHALL BE GRANT HODGE POST NO. 17, THE AMERICAN LEGION, DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON (HEREIN AFTER CALLED “POST”), HAVING RECEIVED ITS CHARTER FROM THE NATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF THE AMERICAN LEGION AND BEING INCORPORATED UNDER AND SUBJECT TO THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF WASHINTON, NOTHING IN THIS CONSTITUTION OR THE BY-LAWS, STANDING RULES, POLICIES, AND PRECEDURES MAY CONFLICT WITH THE NATIONAL OR DEPARTMENT CONSTITUTION, BY-LAWS, AND STANDING RULES.

ARTICLE II. POLICY

SECTION 1: 	THE AMERICAN LEGION IS A CIVILIAN ORGANIZATION; MEMBERSHIP THEREIN DOES NOT AFFECT NOR INCREASE LIABILITY FOR MILITARY OR POLICE SERVICE. RANK DOES NOT EXIST IN THE AMERICAN LEGION, AND NO MEMBER SHALL BE ADDRESSED BY MILITARY OR NAVAL TITLE IN ANY CONVENTION OR MEETING OF THE AMERICAN LEGION.
SECTION 2:	THE AMERICAN LEGION SHALL BE ABSOLUTELY NON-POLITICAL AND SHALL NOT BE USED FOR THE DISSEMINATION OF PARTISAN PRINCIPLES OR FOR THE PROMOTION OF THE CANDIDACY OF ANY PERSON SEEKING PUBLIC OFFICE OR PREFERMENT.
SECTION 3:	THE AMERICAN LEGION SHALL BE NON-SECTARIAN.
SECTION 4:	EACH MEMBER SHALL PERFORM FULL DUTY AS A CITIZEN ACCORDING TO HIS/HER OWN CONSCIENCE AND UNDERSTANDING.
SECTION 5:	THIS POST IS ORGANIZED TO SERVE THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE VETERAN AND THE CITIZENRY OF THE COMMUNITY IN WHICH IT IS ESTABLISHED AND TO PROMOTE AND UPHOLD AMERICAN IDEALS AS OUTLINED IN THE PREAMBLE.
SECTION 6:	ALL RESOLUTIONS OF STATEWIDE OR NATIONAL SCOPE PRESENTED BEFORE THIS POST BY A MEMBER OR REPORTED BY A COMMITTEE SHALL MERELY EMBODY THE OPINION OF THIS POST ON THE SUBJECT, AND A COPY OF SAME SHALL BE FORWARDED TO DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS FOR ITS APPROVAL BEFORE ANY PUBLICITY IS GIVEN OR ACTION TAKEN OTHER THAN MERE PASSAGE BY THE POST.

ARTICLE III. MEMBERSHIP

SECTION 1:	ANY PERSON SHALL BE ELIGIBLE FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE AMERICAN LEGION, AND THUS IN THIS POST, WHO:
A. WAS A MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY, NAVY, MARINE CORPS, COAST GUARD, OR AIR FORCE AND ASSIGNED TO ACTIVE DUTY DURING ANY PERIOD SO SPECIFIED BY THE U.S. CONGRESS AND PROMULGATED IN NATIONAL AND DEPARTMENT CONSTITUTIONS.
B. BEING A UNITED STATES CITIZEN AT THE TIME OF ENTRY THEREIN, SERVED ON ACTIVE DUTY IN THE ARMED FORCES OF ANY OF THE GOVERNMENTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE UNITED STATES DURING THE SAME PERIODS.
C. PROVIDED, HOWEVER, THAT:
1. SUCH SERVICE SHALL HAVE BEEN TERMINATED BY HONORABLE DISCHARGE OR SEPARATION OR CONTINUED UNDER HONORABLE CONDITONS AFTER SUCH PERIOD--- AND 
2. NO PERSON SHALL BE ENTITLED TO MEMBERSHIP WHO BEING IN SUCH SERVICE DURING ANY PERIOD, REFUSED ON CONSCIENTIOUS, POLITICAL, OR OTHER GROUNDS TO SUBJECT HIMSELF/HERSELF TO MILITARY DISCIPLINE OR UNQUALIFIED SERVICE.
SECTION 2:	THERE SHALL BE NO FORM OR CLASS OF MEMBERSHIP EXCEPT AN ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP, AND DUES SHALL BE PAID ANNUALLY, OR FOR LIFE, AS SPECIFIED IN THE BY-LAWS.
SECTION 3:	NO PERSON SHALL BE A MEMBER AT ANY ONE TIME OF MORE THAN ONE POST.
SECTION 4:	THIS POST SHALL BE THE JUDGE OF ITS OWN MEMBERSHIP, SUBJECT TO THE ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS STATED HEREIN, EXCEPT THAT NO PERSON WHO IS A MEMBER OF AN ORGANIZATION WHICH HAS FOR ITS AIM THE OVERTHROW OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT BY FORCE OR VIOLENCE OR WHO SUBSCRIBES TO THE PRINCIPLES OF ANY GROUP OPPOSED TO OUR FORM OF GOVERNMENT SHALL NOT BE ELIGIBLE TO BECOME OR REMAIN A MEMBER.
A. EACH APPLICANT FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THIS POST SHALL PRESENT A FULLY EXECUTED OFFICIAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR TRANSFER FORM, TOGETHER WITH THE CURRENT DUES, FOR A VOTE BY THE POST MEMBERSHIP AS SPECIFIED IN THE BY-LAWS.
B. NO PERSON WHO HAS BEEN EXPELLED BY A POST SHALL BE ADMITTED TO MEMBERSHIP IN ANOTHER POST WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE EXPELLING POST, EXCEPT:
1. WHERE SUCH CONSENT HAS BEEN ASKED FOR AND DENIED BY THE EXPELLING POST, AN APPEAL MAY BE MADE TO THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE EXPELLING POST FOR PERMISSION TO BE ADMITTED TO MEMBERSHIP IN ANOTHER POST; AND
2. SUCH PERSON SHALL BE INELIGIBLE FOR MEMBERSHIP UNTIL SUCH PERMISSION IS GRANTED.
SECTION 5:	A MEMBER MAY BE EXPELLED OR SUSPENDED FROM THE POST AND, THUS FROM THE AMERICAN LEGION ONLY AFTER A FAIR TRIAL, WITH THE RIGHT TO APPEAL, AND ONLY FOR DISLOYALTY, NEGLECT OF DUTY, DISHONESTY, OR CONDUCT UNBECOMING A MEMBER OF THE LEGION. THE METHOD OF PREFERRING CHARGES, CONDUCTING THE TRIAL, AND PROVIDING THE RIGHT TO APPEAL SHALL BE AS SPECIFIED IN THE BY-LAWS.

ARTICLE IV. OFFICERS

SECTION 1: ELECTED OFFICERS
	THE OFFICERS OF THIS POST SHALL BE COMMANDER, 1ST (OR SENIOR) VICE COMMANDER, 2ND (OR JUNIOR) VICE COMMANDER, ADJUTANT, FINANCE OFFICER, HISTORIAN, CHAPLAIN, SERVICE OFFICER, SERGEANT-AT-ARMS. THE JUNIOR PAST COMMANDER SHALL BE CONSIDERED AN ELECTED OFFICER, HAVING BEEN PREVIOUSLY ELECTED COMMANDER.
SECTION 2: APPOINTED OFFICERS
	THE APPOINTED OFFICERS OF THIS POST SHALL BE THE JUDGE ADVOCATE, ASSISTANT ADJUTANT, AND ASSISTANT FINANCE OFFICER.
SECTION 3: VACANCY IN OFFICE
	THE PROVISIONS FOR AUTOMATIC CREATION OF A VACANCY AND FOR FILLING OF A VACANCY SHALL BE SPECIFIED IN THE BY-LAWS.

ARTICLE V. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

SECTION 1: COMPOSITION
	THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SHALL CONSIST OF ALL ELECTED POST OFFICER’S, AND THREE ELECTED EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS. (THE JUDGE ADVOCATE SHALL BE A NON-VOTING MEMBER.)
SECTION 2: ELECTED EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS
	THE THREE ELECTED EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS SHALL BE SELECTED AT LARGE FROM THE POST MEMBERSHIP, WITH ELECTION AND VACANCY IN OFFICE TO BE THE SAME AS DEFINED FOR ELECTED OFFICERS, EXCEPT THAT ONE MEMBER SHALL BE ELECTED ANNUALLY FOR A THREE-YEAR TERM, THUS PROVIDING STAGGERED TERMS OF OFFICE FOR THESE THREE MEMBERS.

ARTICLE VI. MEETINGS

SECTION 1: POST MEETINGS
	REGULAR AND SPECIAL MEETINGS OF THE POST SHALL BE AS SPECIFIED IN THE BY-LAWS. 
SECTION 2: EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS
	REGULAR AND SPECIAL MEETINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SHALL BE AS SPECIFIED IN THE BY-LAWS, AND EACH MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE WILL BE NOTIFIED OF SCHEDULED MEETINGS.
SECTION 3: QUORUM
	A QUORUM AT A POST MEETING, REGULAR OR SPECIAL, SHALL REQUIRE THE PRESENCE OF TEN MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING. A QUORUM AT AN EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING, REGULAR OR SPECIAL, SHALL REQUIRE THE PRESENCE OF FIVE MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE IN GOOD STANDING, PROVIDED THAT AT LEAST ONE OF THE ELECTED EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS IS ALSO PRESENT.


ARTICLE VII. DELEGATES

ELECTION OF DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES TO DISTRICT CONFERENCE AND TO DEPARTMENT CONVENTION SHALL BE AS SPECIFIED IN THE BY-LAWS.

ARTICLE VIII. COMMITTEES

SECTION 1: STANDING COMMITTEES
	THERE WILL BE THE FOLLOWING STANDING COMMITTEES, APPOINTED AS SPECIFIED IN THE BY-LAWS:
			AMERICANISM	BOY SCOUTS		BOYS STATE
			COMMUNITY SERVICE & POST ACTIVITIES
			 ECONOMIC	EDUCATION	 LAW & ORDER	MEMBERSHIP					NATIONAL SECURITY	PUBLIC RELATIONS		PUBLICITY	
			REHABILITATION & HOSPITLIZATION (SAL ADVISORY)

SECTION 2: AUDIT COMMITTEE
	THERE SHALL BE AN AUDIT COMMITTEE APPOINTED ANNUALLY AS SPECIFIED IN THE BY-LAWS.

ARTICLE IX. AUXILIARY

	A GRANT HODGE UNIT NO. 17 OF THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY IS AUTHORIZED AND SHALL BE ORGANIZED AND OPERATED IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE NATIONAL AND DEPARTMENT CONSTITUTIONS OF BOTH THE AMERICAN LEGION AND THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY. NO ACTIVITY OF THAT UNIT SHALL CONFLICT WITH ACTIVITIES OF THE POST, AND THE POST SHALL ENCOURAGE AND COOPERATE WITH THE UNIT IN ALL OF ITS AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.

ARTICLE X. AMENDMENTS & REVISIONS

SECTION 1:	THIS CONSTITUTION MAY BE AMENDED OR REVISED AS SPECIFIED IN THE BY-LAWS.

SECTION 2: AN AMENDMENT OR REVISION APPROVED IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 1 SHALL NOT BECOME EFFECTIVE UNTIL APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT.

ARTICLE XI. PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

ON ALL MATTERS NOT SPECIFIED IN THE CONSTITUTION, THE POST BY-LAWS, THE POST OFFICERS HANDBOOK, THE MANUAL OF CEREMONIES, OR THE DEPARTMENT OR NATIONAL CONSTITUTION AND/OR BY-LAWS, ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER, OR THE STANDARD CODE OF PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE (REVISED BY THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF PARLIAMENTARIANS) SHALL APPLY.





CERTIFICATION


PROPOSED TO POST 17 MEMBERSHIPS ON _July 1, 2026 
[bookmark: _Hlk229232252]FIRST REVIEW AT MEMBERSHIP MEETING WAS ON October 1, 2026. (No Changes recommended)
SECOND REVIEW AT MEMBERSHIP MEETING WAS ON November 1, 2026 (No Changes recommended)
VOTED TO MAKE NO CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION AT THE REGULAR MEETING ON _November 1, 2026 

CERTIFIED:


________________________                                           ____________________
ASSISTANCE POST ADJUTANT                                                            POST COMMANDER
ROBERT TERRELL							ROBERT “BOB” CLARK
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